In surgical shock these centres have become exhausted from the strain which has been put upon them in attempting to keep up the blood-pressure during and immediately after the operation. And of course it must be understood that a severe injury, such as will result from an accident, acts in the same way as an operation; for after all an operation is only an intentional injury. The result of the vaso-motor centres having become exhausted or tired is that the blood-pressure in the blood-vessels falls much below the normal .level, and this fall in the blood-pressure after operations can be seen or measured by a suitable instrument called a sphygmometer. Fig. 1 is a chart of the blood-pressure in a case of shock followed by recovery, and it can easily be seen how great a fall in pressure has resulted from the operation.
By P. Lockhart Mummery, B.C., F.R.C.S., Hon A very great deal may be done to prevent shock resulting from an operation, and this is by far the best method of combating this very grave conditioin. The preparation of a patient for operation must be carried out judiciously, as if it be overdone the tendency for shock to result after the operation may be much increased. 
